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Minutes of the Seventh Annua I Conference of the Nat i one I

Assoctatrons of the Oeaf that are members of both the World

Federat jon of the Deat and the European Communi ty" held j n

Brussef s. 9 and 1O September 1991

1/91 Present

1'1rK sønoerqeerd (DK) Chet r

lirTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA.J Voung (UK)

Ivlr J Wesemann (NU

t te n e q em en t C o m rn i t tee

11embers

~
I

Mrs J. Resquinet

lir M t te r te n s

Belglum

Mr A Berqmenn

rir K .Jensen

Denmark

Miss R Raynaud

rir R r t tm o u n

France

r t r s K. George

n r U Hase

Gerrnany

Mrs D Kokkevi - Foti O U Greece

11rs H seunders

ris T lynch

tretand

rir M r te rc to m

rvlr A.Giuranna

ltel y

Mrs M Koolhof vd Hocven

(Vlr B E lf ert nk

Netherl ands

lir J Bet tencourt

Mr C Martins

Portugal

Mr ri Ji menez spetn

Mrs G Pullen

Mr T Rile4

United kinqdorn

Sign language in te rp re te rs . . s p o k e n lenqueqe interpreters,

se e re ta n e t stetf and se v e re t observers were in ettsndence.



2/91 Welcoming Address

The Chtli r extended ti v'/el corne J end pessed on the best \'vi shes

of the Vif[fs Presi dent and Secrettlrq-!:Jenertl l who were uneb 1e

to be present.

He inforrned the rneeting thet 22 epplicettons neo been racetved

forTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAth e post o f D ire c tc r -G e n e re l , 3 people had been sn e r t -

l is te d . and n r Johan V'lesernann (NU had been appointed. lt had

been errenqed that nrwesemenn woul d teke U D hi s post on 1

.Jenuerq 1992, end he would be besed in Brussets.

The Cheir continued his ecdress by infonning Conference of the

purehose of ti new heedquerters in Brussets. He e ls o weleomed

the introduetion of the Info-Bulletin which was putiltsned in

the nine spoken lenqueqes of the Communitu.~ ~ ~

rtentton wes made of the successtul Fair Deel cempeiqn in

1 9 9 0 , and the need for closer c o o p e re t io n w ith Eastern Europe

and countrtes in the North. The Cheir stressen the need too for

closer workinq relettonships with other NGOs in the deetness

and h e e r in q im p a i re d f ield, and reminded de1egates th e t they

would be v o t inq on th e p ro p o se o new strueture le te r during the

Conf erenee.

He themked th e t te n e q em en t Commi ttee for th a i r support and

cooperetton, end mentinned thet they had had to say edieu to Ms

Nicole Bedlinqton, who had gone to work for the Divtston's

C o o rd ln e t to n Uni t.

Final1y, he weleorned two observers from the EuroVouth DeM

Counei1.

3/91 Adopti on of the Agenda

The Agenda was edopted etter tt wes eqreed thet item 9

(Proposed Statut es) be moved to 5 (a), and thet the item 'EBU

Conferenee' be eoded as the final item on the Aqende.

4/91 Apologles

Apotoqtes were racetved from Mr V. Andersson, President and

Ms. L u se Keupinen, Seeretary-General o t the World Federation

of the Deaf(WFD). The Cheir informed the meeting thet Mr Asger

Berqmenn (OK) had been nornineted to represent th e WFD.

r,
L..



5/91 RollTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAc e u
rtr T Riley (UK) interveneo on a point of order concerning

o b se rv e rs sitting at delegates' plcces. The Cheir esked

o b se r : . . .rers to sit away from the Conference lab l es.

6/91 Minutes of the last Annuet Conference held in Brussels,

10 ond 11 September 1990

Atter discusston had taken place concerninq the request to the

BOA for deterts on the 1989 Accounts, the minutes (previously

ctrculeted) were epproved and sipned,

7/91 Annual Report 1990- 1991 ond Accounts 1990

The t te n e q em en t Cornmtt tees proposel concerning the setting

up of a cooperet i ve to own end manage ECRS Heedquerters, 110

Rue Franklin wes discussed, and NAOs were tnvtted to become

cooperetive mernbers, on receipt of a copy of their Statut es and

a one-off payment of 100 Ecus.

Answers were given to tvlr Eltertnk's (NU questions concerning

Official Recognition for Sign Lenqueqss, and the Drtvinq Licence

Oirective.

Atter detail ed discussions reqerdinq the way the eccounts were

presented the Annuet Report and Accounts were recetved, on a

me j ori ty vote.

8/91
r"\

Proposed Stotutes

The Chetr gave a backgrow-Id report on the need for ECRS to heve

new s ta tu te s , and qeve brief detail s otthe dtscussions of the

Working Party meeting held the previous day.

Conf erence consi dered eech c l euse i n turn:

Cleuse 1.2

Amendment - "It has been recognised as an official Regional

se e re te r re t of the World Federation of the Deat" - eqreed

t1r T Rileq (UK) queriec wh!-t ECRS could not in te tv e n e dtrectlu,~ ~ ~

perhaps where an NAD is week. This wes chellenqed by other

deleqetes. It wes eqreed thet thts matter be left for turther

di scusst on by the rteneqement Commit tee.

Cleuse 2.2

(d) Add "to conduet research" - eqreed



Cl eude 2.2 conti nuedTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

O ) Add "to esf.ebl ish Commissions end Working Pert ies"

- e q re e d

(m) Add "to re t se tunds to support the ecti vit i es of ECRS" -

agreed

fir A Berqmenn (DK) suggested thet the needs of developinq

countries be included. It w e s e c re e d th e t th isbe considered at
. ~

e leter stage.

Cleuse 3.1

Add "Affiliated t tem b e r " - e q re e d

Cleuse 3.3

Amendment - "Eech Full rternber shell have one vota" - agreed

New cleuse to be edded etter 3.3 concerning Affiliated Members

- "Afflliated rternbershtp shelt be open to organisations of and

for DeM find h e e rm q impetred people operating at European

Communi ty leve l.u Amendments requt red throughout s te tu te s

wherever A sso c ie te rternner is mentioned - e q re e d

Clause 4.1

Amendment - only to etlow eech Ful l Member one v o te - agreed

(b) Add - "who she 11not be e deteqete" - eqreed

Cleuse 4.10

uivtde into two - the new cleuse shell start "Amendments,

a Itereti ons and addi ti ons to these s te tu te s she 11 be made ....." -

a~reed

Amendment to t irst part of cleuse 4.10 - "If the nurnber of

votes cest is equel the motion is not c e r r te d " - agreed

Cleuses 4.12, and 55, end 7.4

Add "rsesoneb l e" bef ore i net dental expenses - Agreed

Clause 5.1

Add new sub-cleuse 'The tive members shell reside in different

Member States" - agreed
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9/91

10/91mlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Clause 7.1

(ti) Arnendrnent - "oneTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAn o rm nated re n re se n te n ve from eech

Affiliated rlernber's orqantsetion" - eqreed~ ~

Cleuse 7.2

Arnendrnent - 'Two thi rds of the mernbershi p present she 11form

a q u o ru rn " - e q re e d

ARTICLE 8

Add "Commisstens and" to \h/orking Parties - agreed

Cleuse 10

Amendment - "two-thtrds mejoritu af Full rlembers, entitled to

vote present and v o t in q " - agreed

The Chetr put the motion to Conference thet the proposen

Statutes, together with the amendrnents l1sted ebove, be

adopted. The motion wes cerrted nem con.

The Cheir informed Conference thet the Statutes would come

into force on 1 .J e n u e ru 1992, and thet until the next Annuel

Conference the members of the tteneqement Committee would

ect pro tern as the Counci l.

Mr , .J Voung (UK) wes given a vote of thenks for his work on the

s te tu te s .MLKJIHGFEDCBA

S e tt in g u p a C o o p e ra t tv e

Conference returned to the ouest ion of settinq up a cooperetive

to own and manage 110 Rue Franklin. It wes e q re e d thet the

Secret ertet would obtein full detail s of the extent of eech

NADs liability, and distribute this information to each NAD.

M o tl0 n s

a) The motion tabled by t r e te n e concerning the setting up an

association of professionals in the field of sign ienqueqes wes

withdrawn on the understendine thet the metter would be

considered under the item "Proqremme of Action 1992'.

b ) T V C o n fe re n c e Resoluttons

The TV Conference Resolutions were adopted as ECRS policy.

c-
._ 1



1 1 /9 1

1 2 /9 1

1 3 /9 1

1 4 /9 1

T h e A p p o i n tm e n t o f a N a t jTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAa n a l A s s o e i a t j o n to b e

R e s p o n s ib le fo r th e F in e n e ta l A d m in is t ra t io n o f E C R S mlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

The Dentsh National Association of the DeM put forward a bid

to continue beinq responsible for the ttnenciel administration

of ECRS.This was epproved.

E le e t io n o f M e m b e rs to th e M a n a g e m e n t C o m m it te e .

n r J. Voung (UK), fir J Bettencourt (P) and r t r J \n/esernann (NU

resigned from the Management Committee. Atter a peper ballet,

t'lr M Jimenez (S), rir T Rlley (UK) and Mrs D Kokkevi-Fottou (G)

were elected as rtembers.

P ro p o s e d P ro g ra m m e o f A e t i nn, a n d B u d g e t fo r 1 9 9 2

After l engthy and detail ed dl scussi ons I i nc l udi ng the need for

NADs to be inforrned of leqtsletton in other Member stetes, the

f o11owi ng provi si one1 programme wes epproved:

C o n fe re n e e s

1. Human Rights and Heelth (Atds, Chlld Abuse, and Fostering

and AdopU on) - UK

2. Social work - NL

3. 1993 - Elderly People, with the possttnlitq of working

party meetings in 1 9 9 2 - D

S e m in a rs

1. EuroSiQn - DK

2. W'omen's Issues - GR

W o rk in g P a r t ie s

1. Video - F

2. Driving Licences - I

3. Cooperetion with non-EC countries - to be decided

It was eqreed thet ECRS should seek an EC subvention of at

leest 4 2 0 ,0 0 0 ' Ecus to cerru out as own p ro p rem m e .

H E L lO S a n d H O R IZ O N

Mr B venderheephen, European Comrmsston, joined the

Conf erence and gave a brt ef report on the progress of the

HELlOS II proposels, and enswered questions ebout both HELlOS

and HORIZON.
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15/91

16/91

17/91

18/91

19/91mlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Conferences 1991

a) rir A Gulrene (I) gev e information ebout the Hiqher Eoucet ion

Conference, Pedue, Italy s Septernber 1991 .

. b)TSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAn rs H Saunders (IR) gave information e b o u t the Dutdin

Fe s t i val, November 199 1.

c) It was agreed thet fir A Reeves (UK) and rtr T Riley (UK)

represent ECRS at the E6U Conference, Newcestle, UK, October.

1991.

French 51gn Language

rtiss R Raynaud (F) informed Conference thet tne French

Ministry af Educetton had recognised Frencn Sign Language as a

subject to be teuqht in schools. Alsn, thet e p p ro v e l had been

given to the ewerd of a Diplnme in T e c h n ic e l Sciences for sign

l enqueqe i nterpreters.

5tatutes

fir T Riley (UK) e sk e d for c le r tn c e tro n re q e rd tn q the position of

Management Committee memoerstup. The Chetr axplained thet

on .J e n u e ru 1 1992 th e rternbers of th e t te n e q em en t Committee

would become Members of the Council. The rtembers would elect

from within the C o u n c i l a President, a Vice-President and a

Freesurer. At the next Annuet Conference all 5 t1embers would

resiqn. and a new Council would be elected under the

procadures detail ed in the new s te tu ts s .

Mr J Voung

Mr 6 Elferink (NU proposed thet fir vouno (UK) be appointed as

e o v is o r and have a se e t on the t ta n e q e rn e n t Cornmittee. The

Cheir cordiellq tnvited Mr Younq to ettend the next meetinq of
• '" 'I.,; .••••

the n e n e q em en t Comrni t tee.

Belglum (Flanders)

Mr M rtertens (6) informed Conference thet the enucetton of

sign language interpreters had now been introduced as a

subject at High School level.

A three year research project, tnvolvtnq the Federation of the

Deaf and the untversttu of Flenders, had been set up to exemine

the "Intellectuel Cepebi lities of Adult Deaf People".

7
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20/91

21/91MLKJIHGFEDCBA

W o r ld C o n fe re n c e o f Deat-Bf ind P e o p le

1'1rA Guirene (I) inf orrned Conf erence thet a V'lorl d Conf erence

of DeM-Blind People would tre held in ltflly in 1992, and ne

eskeo for ECRS's support.

C lo s u re

The Chfli r thenked everuone for ettendi nq the meeti nq, end~ ~ ~-

wi shed them e set e iourneq home. Speci al thenks went to Ivlr .JTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA- ~

Voung (UKt lir J Bettencourt (P) and lir.J wesemenn (NU as

former Committee rtembers. and to the siqn lenquaqe~ ~ ~

i nterpreters find the epoken l engueqe i nterpreters for thei r

splendid work.

Mr Wesemann esked and wes given euthorttu to represent ECRS

at the forthcorning Preneo-Arnerteen Foundetton sponsored

Conference on DeM Educet ion, to tre held in Paris, Frence.

lir J Voung (UK), a founder member of ECRS, seid thet the

Conference wes his 16St meeting. He hed been invclved from the

begi nni ng and had seen ECRS becorne a strong o rq em sat ion wi tn

a young leedership. He thenked everyone for their friendship and

support throughout his years with ECRS.

Mr T Rlleq (UK) moved a vote of thenks to the Chetr, and to

Danske Døves Umdsforbund. He welcomeo back the deleqetes

from Germenq, and reminded everyone thet the new Director

needed their full support.

There beinq no further business the Conference closed.
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