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M inutes of nmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAthe meeting of the National Associations of the Oeaf

wh ich a r e member countries o f bo th The W orJd Federation of the

Oeaf and The European Community , heJd in B russeJs, 11th

September 1989

ECRS 1/89 Present

Mr B.Wehrens

Mr B.Vanderhaeghen

E.C Commission

Mr J .Wesemann Cha i rperson

Mrs Rasquinet Se lqturn (French)

Mr Martens Se1aium CF1emish)
..."

Miss R. Raynaud

fVlr . i t . a b e s

France

Mr J. Christodou1akos

Mrs D. Kokkevi-Fotiou

Greece

Mrs H. Saunders Ireland

Mr M. Marcioni

t'"'lr A Gi uranna

I t a v

Mr J. Rodenburg

Mr W.Visch

Netherlands

Mr J.Bet tencourt

Mr D. Bri to e Cunha

Portugal

Mr F.Pin~do Peydro Spain

Mrs G.Pullen

Mr AReeves

United Kingdom

Sign language and spoken language t n t e r p r e t e r s .

administration start and several observers w e r e a1so in

at tendance.

2 9 NOV. 1989



ECRS 2/89

ECRS 3/89

ECRS 4/89

ECRS 5/89

ECRS 6/89

Apo log ies nmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Apologies were received from Mr Y. Andersson,

President of the WFD, Ms L. Kaupinnen, Secretary General

of the WFD, Mr M.Holmes, Vice President of the WFD, and

the delegation from the German National Association of

the Deaf.

Apologies were later received from Mr J.Young, Honorary

Directorof ECRS and Mrs L. Scott Gibson, ECRS

Coordinator of Interpret ing services, both of whom

could not attend because of i llness and the Danish

Delegation which could not be present because of

unforeseen flight delays due to strike.

Chalrperson

Mr Wesemann, who had been nominated by Mr Young in the

first instance, and by the Committee to chair the

meeting, asked whether there were any objections to

this decision. There were none and it was explained that

[v1rYoung would take the Chair when heAa r n v e d

W e 1com i ng Address

Mr Wesemann welcomed all Delegates to Conference.

The M inutes o f the Conference held in B russels

19,20 and 21 September 1988

These minutes (previousty circulated) were approved

and siqned

Matters ar tstnq :

Re: ECRS /9/88

f"lr A.Reeves (UK) posed a question about the relatronsrup

between ECRS and Euroact ion. Mr Wesemann rep lied that

there were no problems, and that the ECRS Committee

would need to develop the relationship. He added that in

the near future he would distribute a paper concerning

such deve l opments.



ECRS 7/89

ECRS 8/89

ECRS 9/89

Re: ECRS 18/88nmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Mrs H.Saunders (Irelano) informed Conference that no

reimbursement had been made for the Irish Delegate

attending the Youth camp in Malta in 1988. The

Administrator said that sne would look into the matter

and report back to Mrs Saunders.

Annua l Report.

The Annua l Report was accepted. Mr Wesemann

commented that the report reflected the deve lopment of

ECRS as an organisation over the past four years.

Mr Marcioni (Italy) requested that all documents be

signed by the appropriate individua 1. I t was rligh l ighted

that the Annual report is inA r a c t a report of the

Committee.

Ftnanctal Report

The n n a n c t a : report was presented and received by

Delegates. Mr AReeves (UK) requested that the accounts

oe drawn up in ECUs in the next financial year.

Mr W ehrens ' J Head of the D iv is ion for Act ions in

Favour o f D isab led Peop le

Mr Wehrens ad dress ed the meeting and apologised on

behalf of the Commission for the iimited time on the use

of the meeting room imposed upon ECRS. He

explained that the Division had no control over this.

He then discussed the HELlOS Programme and the

Liaison Group) in which ECRS plays an active part. He

discussed the development of the Handynet system.J., the

Local Model Activities) and a report which addresses

the app l icat ion and research regarding the Counci l

recommendation of 24 June 1986 on the employment af

disabled people in the community. He congratulated ECRS

on the work undertaken dur i ng the previ ous v e a r , w i th

particular reference to the publication of the ECRS

Journal.
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Very detai led discussion took place which addressed the

BDA's decision not to continue its

responsibility for the administration of the Secretariat

(which had been one of theA r n o t tons). Several

Delegates expressed their concern

at the lack of information concerning the BDA's

position. It was agre ed that the Secretariat staff,

name ly Arthur Verney and Nico la Bedl ington should

continue to be employed. It was further recognised that

complete independence is too greater step at this stage.

The following decisions were the outcome of further

discussion.

a l The BDA would c e n t t r u e with the a o r n t r u s t r a t . o n ar
ECRS unt i l its contractua l arrangements with the

C:ommission ended on 31 st December 1989.

b) Conference accepted the French National Associatton's

offer to administer the Secretariat. Seven countries

voted for this, the U.K. abstained and there were no

object ions. lt was high lighted that this responsibi l ity

would be for one year on ly. After this, ECRS would

become an independent body. The role of the Committee

in the interim year was to ensure the development of an

appropri ate structure. Severa l Del egates ment i oned the

importance af establishing an effective base in Brussels

in the lonqterrn. .

To clarify the responsibility af the organisation

responsible for the Secretariat the folIowing points

were stressed:

From Jan 1) to Dec 31, the o r q a n t s a t t o n would be

legally responsible for the administration of the

Secretariat, the employment of staff, maintaining

financial record and paying invoices. ECRS has no legal

base, therefore the contract is between t r i e European

Commission and the National Association.



ECRS 11/ 89nmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAElect ton of the Comm iUee

In accordance with the rutes, f"lr Manlio Marcioni (ltaly)

and Mr Wolfgang Czempin<Germany) stood down as

Committee Members. An election took place and

M.Marcioni was reelected. Mr Labes (France) was also

elected a Member.

ECRS 12/89 rtottons (see annex)

Motion 1: this was not carried as it was agreed that this

issue was a matter for the WFD Bureau to resolve. Such a

motion can only be tabled by a Member Association of the

WFD and not by ECRS.

Motion 2: this was carried with the proviso that

measured be sought to ensure that the funding be

received through the National Association of the Deaf,

and not through a nat i ona 1 government department. I t was

also agreed that discussion should take place on the

countries to be involved.

f"lotion 3 : this motion was not put to Conference because

af the German National Association ar the Deaf's absence.

Mat ion 4 : carried.

Mat ion 5: carried

Mot ion 6 : this mat ion was deferred. I t was agreed that it

ought to be referred back to the WFD.A

r t o t l o n 7 : this motion was not put to Conference because

af the absence af Danish National Association af the

Deaf

Mat ion 8 and g were ruled "out af arder"



ECRS 13/ 89 Presentation by M r Bernard Vanderhaeghen of the

D iv is ion for Actions in Favour o f D isab led Peop le. nmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Mr Vanderhaeghen gave a shortA p r e s e n t a t t e n highlighting

the framework of HELlOS. He a lso discussed the

development af ene umbrella organisation covering the

spectrum af the hearing irnpatred This would he stressed

result in greater cooperation between the organisat ions

of Deaf, partially hearing and hard of hearing people. He

asked Del egates to send the Secretari at comments

regarding the practical implications of the "Official

Recognition" for Sign Languages in the member stat es.

Regarding the Local Model Activities (LMAs) within the

HELlOS Programme, he encouraged representat ives of the

National Associations to become members of the

local coordinating committees. This, he said, would

encourage greater cooperat i on and awareness from grass

roots level. Anether area on which ECRS should focus is

the evaluation of the LMAs.

Mr AReeves WK) posed a question regarding the financial

implications of such initiatives. Mr Vanderhaeghen

responded that at this stage information exchange was

the most important element, and did not require vast

resources.

ECRS 14/89 The Reso lu tlons of the European Forum for S ign

Language I n terpreters (EFSLI).

The importance of these reso lut ions was recognised

Much discussion took place and tt was clear that the

Italian Association were not in agreement with the point

relating to independent arbitration.

I t was agreed that the Secretariat~ snould inform EFSLI

that their resolutions. which had been presented to

Conference could not be ratified because of this

point, and ask them to reconsider the present wording af

the Resolution.



ECRS 15/89

ECRS 16/89

ECR5 17/89

ECRS 18/89

ECRS 19/89

TheA p r a c t t c a l nmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAtrnpltcattons of the O ffic ia l

Recogn ition for 5 ign Languages.

it was agre ed that a re port should be submitted from the

s e e r e t a n a t at the end af December. I f anyone wished to

make further comments, they were requested to subrntt

them before this date.

The Consu l ta t tve Exerc ise

This document was accepted by Delegates. Mr A Reeves

(UK) gave a vote of thanks to the Secretariat staff.

Mrs G.Pullen CUK) stressed the need for this information

to be disseminated particularly as apolitical tool for

use by national associations.

" European Image Pro ject-

The French delegation described an audiovisual project

All Delegates received a copy of the report. It was agreed

that this should be discussed in further depth by the

Committee.

ECRS po li cy statements on B roadcasting and

Telev is ion

These statements were accepted in princip le, and it was

agreed that they could form a working document for the

Conf erence to take p l ace i n Copenhagen next year.

ECRS representation at a European B roadcasting

Union Conference in Sweden.

Due to illness the Honorary Director could no longer

attend this meeting. Two Delegates were put forward as

possib le representat ives : Gloria Pullen <UK), and Jeff

Labes CFrance).

. t



ECRS 20/89

ECRS 21/89

ECRS 22/89

ECRS 23/89

Socia l PoHcy nmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Mrs G.Pullen <UK) gave Delegates a progress report The

final report would be subrnttted to the Commission at the

end of October. The ECRS committee would then have to

decide on methods of distribut ion.

European Socia l Fund Launch

Delegates were informed that Durham University was to

host the launch of its Advanced Sign Language Training

Course, on October 25. Should Mr Young be unab le to

attend because of i lIness, it was suggested that another

ECRS representative be nominated to attend in his place.A

E l e c t r o n t c Mail Box Pro ject

Having received additional information concerning the

"Deaf Te l" project, Delegates agreed on the folIowing

points.

1. " That the ECRS snould give the Electronic Mai l Box

group a mandate to continue with t h e t r work in

establishing communications for the Deaf in Europe, and

to represent the interests of Deaf people in Europe and

their national associations in the "DeafTel" project, thus

guaranteeing the utmost representat ion of the needs and

interests of Deaf people in Eurooe."

2. " The EMS group wi 11 demontrate the DeafT e l pro ject,

the prototype terminal and contingent upon final

approval by ECRS, the national associations will then

offer their full support in establishing the DeafTel

pro jects in their country."

C losure

Mr Wesemann (Chair) thanked everyone for attending the

Conference, he thanked spoken language interpretersæ

and siqn language interpreters and wished all a safe

journev home .

• i



ANNEX: Motions subm ltted to the ECRS Annual Conference 1989 nmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

1,AH l a t H l e statures a r t J ) e World Federation of ttw DeM be arnended to

read that the world Federation ol' the Deaf will meet all costs of Bureau

meetings! and any rutrier meet1ngs approved by tne w o r t o Federation of

t n e DeaL

submltted by the Committee

2: T r l a t tJHj ECRS rflakes an appllcat10n for funcjjn~~lfor- ref;e3rct-'1imc tre

EcjlJcation o r DeM cnucren w t t r n n t r e European Cornrnunlt.YJ us1ng as a

t- -71'-'1"-' r"'-'r-' o r o t o c c l f - h n ljC.[·-l~ .•-.-.•.f-ir, •..• ,-.f f - h " • . . .i " ' h f - " "f f"I"",f " h i l . . . l " , , , , , ,

_It..~::';:' . 1 ) f- U_·.l•.til i~ilc;~,-.•. idl tiCll.llll.ll I.-II~I itl"C::' 1)1LJ~(.il L-lIlIlH ~IL
. ~

FurtJ'lerrnore, it. ls proposed trøt unlverslt.1es In ItalYJ HOlland and t r e

United Kingdom be appointed to undertake the research,

suomtttea by tne Committee

3,That the ECRSlaunch a campaign to ensure that all Deaf people within

the European Community are given access to a untversally compatible

means of telecommunication

Submitted by tne 6erman National Association

4. That the ECRScampaigns for the introduction of an employment quota

system within the European Community. It is envisaged that a system

similar to the one already adopted in Italy would be a p p r o p n a t e , ensuring

that Deaf peopl e make up 1 % of new recrui ts.

Submitted by tne /talian Association

5, That a Deaf person has the right to cncose freely a trustworthy

communication interpreter whom he/she can rely upon and not be forced to

accept any interpreter imposed upon him.

Submitted by tlle /ta/ian Association

6.That the worcswho must be Deaf" be omitted from rule 4. 1 (a)

Submitted by' the /ta/ian Association

7, That a European Institute for sign language research and training is

estab l i sned

submitted by tne Oanish Association

8, That the ECRSis to seek ways of becoming tndepencent-to tak e effect

from ECRSDelegates Conference in September 1989.

soomrttea by The British Oeaf Association

9. That the ECRSis to accept full responsibility for the Secretariat on the

date of the ECRSDelegates Conference in September 1989.

soomrttea by Tlle Britisll Oeaf Assoctsttoa.


